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f»M«f activitise ©f local 



— The fell awing scceunt ef th« extent ui natmre ef the Yeafewtiesheff 
Biaatai erganicaiiea in the Bremen area .was fives te us fey a farmer 

any 1 eye e ef the Ceasulate General, Pawl Sefcmalenfeaeh, whe was engaged is 
the naval seetiea sf the D least c Sehmalenfeeeh was ferueriy a career 
wf fleer is the German Satyj serving as Ksuitaealeutaant as the cruiser 
"Prias Sages* duriag the war. He ease te we»Jc at ifc# Ceaeulate General 
Is 1<H6 S and served here is varies* capacities until his re si gee ties is 
Qetefear 1952 . He sew represeats a German maehiae«»teel firs, ant expect# 
te ye tc the Hsitet States efeertly te tevelay husiaese contact* there. 

Asserting te Schaalenfeach, the Tcehnlsehew Mansi is the treses Mesa 
eenaistet ef eeee 10,000 sea ergsniset is a typical untergreumt ey*te*. 
Each aesher knew enly three ethers, one afeeve ast twe feelew his. The 
vhele meweaent ia thie area was ua4er the eestrel ef ferser Waffes®SS 
Ohara turabanaf aehrer (hi. Cel®) Valter SCHMIDT (see Bremen* a deep* He. Zf* 
July 17 / 1951 ) # she is salt te have geet cent act a is the higher eehelene • 
ef still -actiwe Waffen®SS leaders, such as Gill*. He was cue ef these 
arrested is Breaes hy the Ysrfsssasrechscta far questieniag sheet the 
Tcehnl scher Dl east f ©Hewing the exye*^ ef Zina* 

Particular eaphaeia was gives in Breaes te ergasiclng crews which 
weult, is the event ef as attach fey the Bus a lane, seise -ast. sas chips 
^ which sight he is the lecal parts at the tise. Bach crew cessistet ef 
“ master, helmsman, ast esglaeeriug pereessel, ast was te fee ready fer 
~ aetien at esy tise. Teams were ergaaiset te seise ast held the leeks se 
£ 'that ships eewlt fee navigated threngh inland waterway# aat eut te sea. 

2 The chief purpeee ef these crews was te fee the ewaeuetien ef ..-selected 
German#, whe fell generally inte twe classes* \ 

1, These persea# in effieial peeitien# whe were expected te eellah= 
♦rata actively with a cemauaist ecewpieri 

2. These peraesa ef enffisieat ability, standing, ast deyestafeility 
te fee useful te the Allied cause feeth taring the war aat after it. 

The lists ef such yeeple were these infaneus Hats which receives 
se such publicity at the tine the whele affair waa aired fey the Hassles 

— Gevernsest ® Sehsaleafeaeh insisted that ns sue an the list was te fee — 
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executed. 

Members ef the regular Bienst. as distinguished frea the naval elemen 
were te reaain behind in Germany selely f#r the purpose ©f gathering and 
traasaitting information te the Allies, There was t© be ne sabetage er 
other evert activity. 



Schmalenbach observed that all ©f the aea wh© were active in the 
organization are still de facte members ©f an underground resistance group, 
and still maintain the contacts which they enee had. Be did net believe 
that they would come inte action in the event of an attache however, since 
the Army had taken their weapons from them last spring. Without small 
arms of seme sort, he stated, they eeuld net expect te seize vessels er 
protect leeks which would both be the objects of considerable effort on 
the part of communist sabateurs and people who simply wanted te get away. 

According te Schmalenbach, there was little relation between the 
Pi east and the BDJ. The most recent leadership of the latter, in parties 
lar, had little or no idea of the existence of such an underground organ® 
iaation. He seeaed to have little but contempt for the BDJ, and could 
not conceive ©f it having much to do with an important and nell®orgaaised 
movement such as the Plenat. of which he was obviously quite proud. 



Comment* Sch*alenbaoh e s account is probably reliable. He was prompted 
te giv? it when he learned, with seme surprise, that the Consulate General 
had/ween thoroughly apprised ©f the organizations activities. His 
estimate of the number of men involved may be high, and doubt is east 
upon its reliability by his ©wa statement that each member knew only a 
limited number ef ethers. It is known that he had, and probably still 
has, good relations with Schmidt, since it was he who invited an officer 
ef this staff to meet the Waffen®SS man at his house seme time ag©« 
Schmalenbach *3 own participation in the Pi east was, he claimed, simply 
another expression of his cenvietien that Germany and the United States 
must work closely together in the pest~war world for their mutual benefit. 
(He added that his efforts, and those ©f many ©ther Germans, in this 
direction, had, he felt, been set baek considerably by the recent publi® 
•atien of the HIGOG public opinion pell.) 
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